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Letter from leadership

Eight years. Eight years of shaping the creative landscape,
amplifying voices, and proving that art can be a force for
social transformation. Black Girls Glow has grown from a
bold idea into a dynamic ecosystem that nurtures artists,
connects communities, and inspires change across Ghana
and beyond.

2025 was a year of scale and boundary-breaking
achievement. For the first time, the Koshka Sound Residency
ran in two cities simultaneously — Accra and Kumasi —
producing two studio albums that capture city-specific
sounds and perspectives. This expansion is a testament

to the residency’s role in uncovering local talent and defining
new narratives in African music.

Our Accra-Berlin Tandem Residency continued to redefine
international collaboration, pairing Ghanaian and German
artists for six-week residencies that produced career-defining
work and lasting creative partnerships.

Meanwhile, You Are Cared For (YACF) achieved a major
breakthrough with GES approval, reaching 1,849 students
across 18 schools in three districts within just three months.
Using arts-based methods, we made sexual health education
engaging, culturally relevant, and transformative.

Strategic choices shaped this year as much as growth did.
Girl Atom was paused to focus resources where they could
create the most immediate and lasting impact, demonstrating
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that sustainability and vision-driven decision-making are
core to our leadership.

These milestones were made possible by an expanded,
committed team — creative, administrative, and
communications — whose dedication ensures that
every initiative reflects excellence, innovation, and care.

As we close our eighth year, we recognize Black Girls
Glow not just as an organization, but as a cultural force
and ecosystem leader — shaping the future of arts,
education, and social impact in Ghana. Our ambition is
clear: to expand

access, deepen impact, and create spaces where women
and girls can thrive as artists, leaders, and changemakers.

To our partners, funders, and community: your belief in the
power of art enables us to push boundaries, sustain vision,
and amplify voices that matter. Together, we are proving
what is possible when creativity and purpose converge.

Here’s to eight years of transformation, momentum, and
cultural leadership — and to the years ahead.

&
Ama Asantewa Diaka ';
Founder/Director :m



Meet Our Board

Our board plays a crucial role in guiding Black Girls Glow’s vision, ensuring
sustainability, and providing strategic oversight. Comprising leaders from
various sectors, they bring diverse expertise to support our mission of
fostering artistic growth, community-building, and systemic change.

Their commitment helps us expand our reach, secure vital resources,

and continuously evolve as an organization



Kinna Likimani

Kinna Likimani is a literary critic, writer and editor. She is a keen advocate for the literary
arts and for writers, especially women writers. She is the publisher at Nsona Books which
publishes fiction and textbooks. Over the two decades, Kinna has conducted workshops
and programs to aid the development of writers.

Kinna is the Executive Manager at Afrikki, a pan-Africanist organization that provides
support to activists and movements acrossthe African continent and in the Diaspora.
She has led many projects focusing on Ghana’s democratic space. Most recently, she
was the Director of Programs at Odekro, a Parliamentary monitoring organization based
in Ghana.

A feminist, she is a member of Ghana’s Women’s Manifesto Coalition. Kinna is a board
member of Drama Queens, a feminist and youth-led drama initiative.

She’s a graduate of Smith College and for 12 years, worked at Department of Medical
Informatics at Columbia University as an administrator focusing on issues of technology
transfer of publicly funded research to the private sector

An avid reader, Kinna used to blog about African literature at Kinna Reads. She’s hoping
to bring that back one day! Kinna is based in Accra but also calls Nairobi home.

























































































